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UNCLAS BUCHAREST 1771 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, BEXP, RO 

SUBJECT: GRAIN CONDITIONS IN EASTERN EUROPE - ROMANIA 
REF: BUCHAREST 1639 (NOTAL) 

1. AS RESULT OF ADDITIONAL SCATTERED PRECIPITATION DURING PAST FEW 
DAYS IN SOUTHERN AND WESTERN PARTS OF COUNTRY, AGRICULTURAL LAND 
HAS NOW RECEIVED AN ESTIMATED 30 TO 70 LITERS OF RAINFALL PER SQUARE 
METER SINCE RAINS BEGAN ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO. LOWER ESTIMATE IS FOR 
EASTERN AND NORTHERN AREAS, WHILE HIGHER FIGURE APPLIES TO CERTAIN 
SECTIONS IN SOUTH AND WEST. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS 
CONSIDER THAT GROUND MOISTURE HAS REACHED POINT OF EQUILIBRIUM, 
WITH SURFACE WATER SOAKING DOWN TO MEET WATER TABLE, IN MOST AGRI 
CULTURAL LAND IN SOUTH AND WEST. NORTHERN AREAS, ESPECIALLY 
MOLDAVIA, CONTAIN GREATEST ACREAGE PLANTED TO WHEAT, AND IT IS 
HERE THAT INSUFFICIENT RAINFALL CONTINUES TO THREATEN WHEAT CROP. 

2. GOR OFFICIALS POINT TO FOLLOWING AMELIORATING FACTORS WHICH 
COULD LESSEN THE EFFECT OF RECENT DRYSPELL: 
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A) WHEAT CROP OFTEN SUFFERS LOSS BETWEEN 5 PERCENT AND 8 PERCENT 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


DUE TO WATER COLLECTING IN LOW SPOTS DURING SPRING RAINS; THIS WILL 
NOT 

BE A FACTOR IN 1974. 

B) IN FALL OF 1973 ABOUT 8 PERCENT MORE ACREAGE WAS SEEDED TO 
WHEAT COMPARED TO 1974. 

C) VARIETIES SOWN LAST FALL IN ROMANIA INCLUDE LESS BEZOSTAYA 
(SOVIET VARIETY), AND MORE OF HIGHER YIELD VARIETIES INCLUDING KAVKAZ 
AND AURORA (SOVIET), AND LOVRIN VARIETIES 10 AND 12 (ROMANIAN). 

3. BASED ON CURRENT SITUATION, SOME GOR OFFICIALS STILL HOPING 
FOR NORMAL 

WHEAT CROP THIS YEAR OF ABOUT 5.5 MILLION METRIC TONS, 

BUT THIS IS CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM AND BY NO MEANS ASSURED WITHOUT 
CONTINUED FAVORABLE AGRICULTURAL WEATHER. 

4. ROMANIAN AUTHORITIES VERY PLEASED WITH NEAR OPTIMUM CONDITIONS 
FOR PLANTING CORN, AND ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF SITUATION TO MOVE 
AHEAD QUICKLY WITH CORN SOWING. TO DATE, SEEDING OF CORN CROP 
ABOUT 65 PERCENT COMPLETE. 

BARNES 
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